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LIN':: 1 s STAMP NEWS 
■ 4 Aorii 1983 


CIA refuses to relei 
documents to settle 

Viet Cong stamp mysl 


By Joe Brockert 
The \j£. Central Intelligence 
Agency’ has refused -tore! ease 
or declassify documents that 
could clear up the ^mystery • 
surrounding thealleged piipa^ 
ganda forger}’ of Viet .Cong 
stamps. ; ■ •- ‘ hr * ' ^ 

For nearly a year^j^^thjT 
philatelic community ^tasieen;:: 
specula ting on these reported 
Viet Cong forgeries; but there 
is still nc evidence that the CIA 
actually forged its own copies 
of the Viet Cong stamps. -More 
likely, ii simply used genuine 
copies of the Viet Cong 
adhesives for its purposes. ‘ 
Regardless, Lintis attempt- 
ed to get at the truth with a 
Freedom of Information ^Aa 
y request to the CIA. The.Tele^ 
vain portions of the GArre- 
spoose. from Larry U Straw-' 
derma n. information and pri- 
vacy coordinator, 'lohow: 

“I must inform you that the . 
- fact of the existence-or .nonex-.. 
istence of such documents in 
our possession would tie classi- 
fied . . . and would relate di- 
, recJy to information concern- 
ing intelligence sources yand 
methods, which the director of 
Central Intelligence has the re- 
sponsibility to protect from un- 
authorized disclosure . . - 
Therefore, yourirequest. is 
denied . . . By this action we 
are neither confir min g npr de^' 

‘ nying that the QA has"such~ 
•documents in its possession.” 1 * 
The whole story ’be gan on 
March 20, 19S2, in a Washing' 
ton Post article, when former 
CIA agent C. Philip Liechty 
charged that the CLA .had fab- . 
ricaied evidence 'to support 
deeper U.S. involvement in the 
Vietnam conflict in the" early" 
1960s. Among those fabrica- 
tions, he said, were some Viet 
Cong postage stamps. 

These stamps, reportedly.. 


discovered in a file at CIA 
headquarters by Liechty while 
~he worked there, involved a 
single design, "an example of 
/ which is illustrated herewith, 
y 'The design was one of five 
stamps fromrthe "first issue of 
- the tiJationaPliberation Front 
^(NLF), 

iT. :: >dDepicted -on this particular 
■ stamp is a;TLS: helicopter, 

' being shot -down bv two Viet 
Cong guerrillas. 

While theystamp served its 
own propaganda purposes, the 
CIA allegedly planned to use 
the stamp Itself for a more 
elaborate propaganda cam- 
paign/ 

The stamps, according to 
Liechty, were To be affixed to 
inflammatory_4etters suppos- 
edly written by Viet Cong sym- 
pathizers. These fabricated let- 
ters would tben somehow fail 
into the hands of journalists 
. throughout the werkl be says. 
“Whether the stamp — forged 
or real — -was used for this 
purpose is not known. 

However. Liechty feels cer- 
tain that ..oneJprominent dis- 
play of this particular Viet 
Cong stamp was inspired bv 
the CIA. 

An enlargement of the stamp 
under a .magnifying glass 
appeared on, the cover of Life . 
magazine tor Feb. 26, 1965. 
That majorjpropaganda vic- 
tory — if indeed it was — 
came just two -days before the . 
J ohnson administration p u b- 
lisbed its famous '“white pa- 
per” outlining the Vietnam sit- 
uation, which led directly to 
escalated US. involvement in 
Southeast Asia. l - 
There were other aspects of 
The alleged CIA involvement in 
helping the United States in- 
crease its role in Vietnam, but 
they are not philatelic. 

These included the fabrica- 



Were propaganda forgeries of this Viet Cong stamp made by 
the Central Intelligence Agency? Probably not, but collectors 
may never know for certain. 


lion of “capturing” planted 
arms and munitions from the 
Viet Cong to -shew outside sup- 
port and other tactics, all of 
which were reportedly aimed 
at deceiving the^ press and 
painting a picture of a vast 
“communist plot” -behind the 
Viet Cong. 

However, collectors would 
be unwise to confuse politics 
and intelligence operations 
with the philatelic question at 
hand. Which is, quite simply, 
did the CIA use genuine Viet 
Cong stamps for its purposes, 
or did it create -its own forger- 
ies? 

The philatelic implications 
were explored briefly in 
Linn's shortly after the Post 
story 7 (Linn's April 19, 1982, 
page 3). . 

In late 1982, Linn's contact- 
ed Southeast Asian philatelic 
expert Mark Isaacs, whose in- 
depth postal history 7 considera- 
tion -of Viet" Cong stamps j 
appeared in Linn's Feb. 7 , j 
page 22. - — j 

Isaacs^expressed doubt 1 
about the CIA forger}’, and 
went te-great lengths to ex- 
plain 'the history and use of 
Viet Cong stamps. 


His basic premise was that 
there was no-need for the CIA 
to forge this stamp, since genu- 
ine examples were abundantly 
available. 

He also discussed the use 
and validity 7 of Viet Cong 
stamps during and after the 
Vietnam conflict. 

Isaacs' -article drew quite a 
response. Most interesting 
were the letters that expressed 
suspicion that Isaacs was actu- 
ally £ CIA operative attempt- 
ing to discredit ex-agent Liech- 
ty. For anyone who know’s 
Isaacs, this suggestion is sim- 
ply ludicrous. 

Finally, Liechty himself con- 
tacted Linn’s. His own opinion 
of the Isaacs article was, 
“Frankly, I think the story’ is a 
sour grapes CIA plant” 

However, Liechty’ had two 
complaints. First was the 
headline Implication that he 
had perpetrated a hoax; and 
second was that the data had 
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